CHAPTER XV.

NEW OCCUPATIONS.

1582-1585.

in March, 1582, Sidney
returned to London from his
short visit to the Netherlands,
and for the next two-and-forty
months he remained in Eng-
land, chiefly at Court, but with
an ever-growing desire to be em-
ployed in more useful work than he could obtain.
Work gradually came, but during these three and a
half years it was not such as he was satisfied with,
and even in the offices to which he was appointed
he appears to have been hindered by courtly thral-
dom from making full and proper use of his oppor-
tunities. He was too great a favourite with the
Queen to be often or for long allowed out of her
presence, either for his own enjoyment or in the
service of his country.

For this reason, if for no other, nothing came of a
project for his going to Ireland.    His own and his
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